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The goal of the Kids Can’t Wait campaign is 
to successfully advocate for reform and 

improvement of New York’s Early 
Intervention and Preschool Special 

Education systems, bringing them into 
compliance with federal law and ensuring 

that young children receive the services and 
therapy they need in a timely and equitable 

manner.

Mission:  
The Children’s Agenda 
advocates for effective 
policies and drives 
evidence-based solutions 
for the health, education 
and success of children, 
especially those most  
vulnerable because of 
poverty, racism, health 
inequities and trauma.  
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“[Providers] have to actually exist for her 
to get the services.“
- Kim Dooher, mother to Vivian

When a child needs urgent help and the clock is 
ticking, what happens?  Too often, they wait.  And 
wait.  And wait. 

Starting at 5 months of age, Vivian received physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, speech therapy,  a specialized teacher 
of the visually impaired, and a feeding specialist to help with 
swallowing issues.  In her first year of services (2019) she 
missed more than 20 speech therapy sessions because no 
provider was available. 



Early Childhood Pay vs. Regional Median (2018)

•. 
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Occupational

Therapists

Physical

Therapists

Speech-

Language

Pathologists

Early Childhood Salary $57,785 $57,282 $55,058

Regional Median $74,240 $75,860 $62,420
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Pandemic impact
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➢ Missed services and evaluations

➢ Family stress

➢ Providers exit for good



Developmental opportunities lost

3/4/2022 © 2015 The Children's Agenda. All Rights Reserved. 5

❖ Monroe County EI waitlist stands at ~140

❖ In 2018 there were approximately 1300 billing 
providers in New York State, compared to 904 
billing providers in early 2020,  852 in fall 2021.

❖ Between June 2019 and June 2021, New York 
lost 2,262 therapists, representing a 15% drop 
in a system that was already experiencing 
severe shortages.

❖ A Raising NY poll released in February 2021 found 
that 62% of New York parents (75% of Latinx 
parents) were concerned that their child had lost 
developmental and emotional skills during the 
pandemic. 73% were concerned about their child 
being educationally and socially prepared for 
preschool or Kindergarten. 



Powerful parent voices!
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Empowering 
Rochester 
parents to lead
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Text

Early Intervention
Use Covered Lives to       

raise EI rates by 11%

New rate-setting    
methodology

Collect and share EI data 
disaggregated by race

Expand access to child 
care for children with 
disabilities 
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Preschool special 
education

Enact 11% tuition rate 
increase

Adopt new rate-setting 
methodology

2022-23 State 
Advocacy



Questions?


